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A Resolution to Establish a Uniform Severe Cold Weather Threshold for Remote Instruction
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*	*	*

Whereas the Undergraduate Student Government represents all undergraduate students at The Ohio State University; and

Whereas the City of Columbus, Ohio has experienced record-low temperatures in recent weeks; and

Whereas during multiple days of severe cold weather, in-person instruction continued without transition to remote learning; and

Whereas students were expected to commute to campus despite severe weather advisories issued by local news outlets; and

Whereas students were required to attend in-person classes during periods when temperatures fell below zero degrees Fahrenheit; and

Whereas on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, the temperature in Columbus reached a high of 12 degrees Fahrenheit and a low of negative 8 degrees Fahrenheit with an approximate windchill of negative 28 degrees Fahrenheit[footnoteRef:1]; and [1:  https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/columbus/43215/january-weather/350128] 


Whereas the University did not announce a transition to remote instruction on January 28, 2026, despite having done so on January 26 and January 27, 2026, when temperatures were similarly freezing; and

Whereas on January 26, 2026, the low temperature was 0 degrees Fahrenheit (negative 19 degree approximate windchill), and on January 27, 2026, the low temperature was negative 1 degree Fahrenheit (negative 20 degree approximate windchill)[footnoteRef:2]; and [2:  https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/columbus/43215/january-weather/350128] 


Whereas Columbus CW, a local news outlet, reported that the temperatures and wind chill conditions during this period were dangerously cold and potentially life-threatening, stating:

“Central Ohio’s overnight lows will be below zero all week. And with a moderate breeze, our wind chills often will be 15 to 20 degrees below zero, especially in the early morning hours. If you have to be outdoors, plan ahead, take precautions, and be safe. This is – truly – dangerously cold; frostbite can happen in minutes[footnoteRef:3]” [3:  https://cwcolumbus.com/news/local/columbus-weather-plan-ahead-for-extreme-temperature-drops] 


Whereas the National Weather Service states that at a wind chill of negative 20 degrees Fahrenheit, frostbite can occur within as little as 30 minutes[footnoteRef:4]; [4:  https://www.weather.gov/dlh/extremecold] 


Therefore, Let it Be Resolved, that the Undergraduate Student Government supports the continued acknowledgment and consideration of severe weather warnings issued by local news outlets in the City of Columbus and data provided by the National Weather Service; and

Be it Further Resolved, that the Undergraduate Student Government calls upon The Ohio State University to establish a uniform and clearly defined temperature threshold within University health and safety operations for transitioning in-person instruction to remote learning during extreme cold weather conditions; and

Be it Further Resolved, that when forecasted wind chill temperatures are expected to reach negative 20 degrees Fahrenheit or below, the University should prioritize student safety and transition in-person instructional classes to remote delivery.

Floor Vote:    Aye: ____ Nay: ____ Abstain: ____ Present: ____
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